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UJ/ACEPRD/RSB/01							16th January 2018

Dear Sir
Letter of Intent
The African Centre of Excellence in Phytomedicine Research and Development (ACEPRD), University of Jos, Nigeria, is a World Bank supported Centre of Excellence in Higher Education in Africa. One of the mandates of ACEPRD is to train researchers in Phytomedicine research. To this end, ACEPRD has supported the establishment of new Phytomedicine-related postgraduate courses in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. These are:
1. M.Sc. Clinical Pharmacy
2. M.Phil/Ph.D. Clinical Pharmacy
3. M.Sc. Pharmaceutical Microbiology
4. M.Phil/Ph.D. Pharmaceutical Microbiology
5. M.Sc. Biotechnology
6. M.Phil/Ph.D. Biotechnology
7. M.Sc. Pharmacognosy
8. M.Phil/Ph.D. Pharmacognosy
9. M.Sc. Bioinformatics & Genomics
A national accreditation (carried out by the National universities Commission – NUC) has been obtained for these programmes. In view of the numerous benefits of international accreditation, we are desirous of subjecting the above-listed programmes to external assessment. We therefore wish to submit the programmes for accreditation by the Royal Society of Biology. 
Recognised Excellence
Although our programs are quite recent (new) and only recently, our first graduates are mostly already employed in various sectors while quite a number are already potentially capable of securing advanced graduate degrees. In the recently completed national accreditation exercise by the National Universities Commission (NUC) our postgraduate programmes scored above 80% compared with other programs in Nigerian Universities (Refer to the section on national accreditation). Owing to the intensive academic content, research projects and internship programs, our students are expected to have on-hand experience before graduation and that gives them competitive advantage above other graduates
Leadership and Innovation
The programmes for which accreditation is sought are new; we do not yet have graduates. However, those on the programmes, who are staff of academic institutions and health establishments, are making significant contributions in their places of work. Some of the older programmes in the Faculty, such as M.Sc. Pharmaceutical Chemistry and M.Sc. Pharmacology, have produced graduates (for example Junior Kindala & Yves Kafuti) who are part of the Faculty in the University of Kinshasa, DR Congo. Paye Planseh, Mulbah Sumo Yanpee and Joshua Peters Tarpeh are also staff of the University in Liberia. In addition, the English language proficiency programme (English for Specific Purposes – ESP) has helped students from Francophone countries to adapt appropriately to studying in English. 
Quality Control and Benchmarking
The standard of the postgraduate programs surpass the minimum benchmark of the National Universities Commission of Nigeria (The higher education regulatory parastatal of the Federal Government of Nigeria). The approval of postgraduate programs followed the laid down processes of curriculum development and approval by the senate of the university. The guidelines for the program duration, course requirements, minimum credit load comprising the required, core and electives , examinations, criteria for certification on completion of the program, appointment of external examiners and external examinations and all other quality related issue are derived from the general guidelines for the postgraduate programs of School of Postgraduate Studies of the University of Jos.
We subject our postgraduate programs to national accreditation body, NUC, and the professional supervisory body, The Pharmacists Council of Nigeria (PCN).
Increased Competence (Research Experience)
All students are exposed to experimental techniques through the laboratory practical incorporated into various courses or courses entirely devoted to laboratory work. These courses enable students develop practical laboratory skills. In addition, students are expected to carry out research projects, which usually involve laboratory and field experiments. The execution of these research projects also require knowledge of research design, data collection, and statistical analysis. Students in M.Sc. Bioinformatics & Genomics are more involved in computer-based research projects. Typically, the MSc research projects last for 9-12 months while Ph.D. projects last for 36-60 months. At the end of the research work, students are expected to be proficient in their chosen area of research and be familiar with handling specific research equipment in their field of study.

Regards.


Prof. John C. Aguiyi						
Centre Leader/Director			

